A portrait: Magdalena's dream.
A recent critical ethnographic study examined the effects of the health care system, historical exploitation, socioeconomic factors, and cultural values on retired migrant farm workers in northeastern Colorado. Combining ethnographic interviews, participant observation, photography, and critical analysis, study findings indicated a need to increase the cultural knowledge and collaborative efforts of health care providers. Emerging from the study, this article presents a creative composite vignette of retired migrant farm workers. The narrative and photograph offer testimony to the lived experience of these rural older Hispanic persons. The intent of the story is to provide the readers with deepened understanding of the hardships, social ostracism, economic challenges, personal hardiness, and cultural values that are characteristic of this special population.